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Handbook of Criminal Law. By William T. Clark, Jr. 
St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing Co. 1894. 

As the author states in his preface, this book is intended to 
contain not a mere digest of criminal law, arranged under 
proper titles, with just enough discussion of principles intro- 
duced to serve as a thread on which to hang the cases, after 
the fashion of so many modern text-books ; but a concise and, 
he might well have added, clear statement of the general 
principles of that branch of jurisprudence, with enough cases 
added by way of illustration to fully elucidate the meaning, 
application, and extent of those principles. It is also confined 
principally to a statement of common law principles, and very 
wisely, for the lack of uniformity in legislation throughout 
the different States is perhaps nowhere so marked as in this 
department, and to fully define and explain the vast body of 
statutory crimes, to say nothing of pointing out their differences 
from the common law, would require more than one additional 
volume. These principles, then, are really the one essential 
thing that the judge and lawyer needs. Cases, apart from 
principles, are, pace the West Publishing Company, chaff 
without wheat, and many a good case has been lost through 
the failure of the attorney to perceive the principles that 
underlay it. With this book in hand, even the most slothful 
practitioner can hardly excuse himself on this score in the 
future. 

As a rule, the definitions and maxims, if the statements of 
principles may be so called, are clear, brief and to the point. 
But there are occasional instances which show that it is as 
hard to improve on Blackstone's definitions as on Solomon's 
proverbs. True, Mr. Clark has fared better than the student 
who, on informing his professor that he thought Solomon 
might be excelled in that branch, was mildly requested to 
write a few; but still there are some inaccuracies to be found 
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here and there. For instance, he defines forgery as "the 
false and fraudulent making or altering of an instrument which 
would, if genuine, apparently impose a legal liability on 
another, or change his legal liability to his prejudice." A 
forged check, drawn on a bank in which the supposed drawer 
has funds, hardly imposes any liability upon him. It impairs 
his right to receive his deposit from the bank, but only by 
the most rigid technicality can any liability be held to rest 
upon him. So a forged will, which takes effect only on the 
death of the supposed testator, imposes no liability on him in 
any sense, or on any one concerned, except the executor or 
administrator. The old wording "to the prejudice of another 
man's right," is better. 

The execution of the book is excellent. The system 
adopted of printing the statement of general principles at the 
head of each subject in heavy black type, is admirable, and 
one that might be adopted with advantage by others. The 
same might be said of the method of annotating, rather than 
digesting, already referred to. The book is a forerunner of a 
style of text-book writing that has become popular of late in 
England, but is as yet rarely seen here, where publishers still 
cling to old methods, in spite of changed conditions. In 
matter, method and execution, Mr. Clark has produced a 
work that will prove of no little benefit to the profession. 

R. D. S. 



A Treatise on the Law of Mortgages of Personal Prop- 
erty. By Leonard A. Jones. Fourth Edition. Boston : 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1894. 

A Treatise on the Law of Mortgages of Real Property. 
By Leonard A. Jones. (Two volumes.) Fifth Edition. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1894. 

Although this edition of Jones on Mortgages of Real 
Property represents an addition of several hundred pages to 
the text, and although the number of cases cited has been 
nearly doubled, the bulk of the work is not increased as much 
as might have been expected, as it is printed in type, which. 



